
Lord of the ring, no more 
One lucky Jabiru owes her life to the persistence of a voluntary pelican-and-seabird rescue group and the keen eye of our staff. For over six 
weeks, Dunlop the Jabiru had a rubber ring stuck around her beak, and was unable to open her mouth to eat. How the bird made it so long 
without food is a mystery. 

At 8pm on Sunday 19 August, in miserable weather conditions, the team finally managed to snare Dunlop at the port. After being cleared of any 
serious injuries, Dunlop was released into the wild, in order to have a better chance of recovering. 

Thank you to everyone at the Visitors Centre who kept a watchful eye out for Dunlop, and to those who helped out with the rescue. This case 
highlights the need to dispose of waste properly, and to protect our environmental surroundings. 

The group plans to get the ring framed to remember all the effort it took to capture and release the bird. 
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Sharing the roads with trucks
 As the city becomes more congested and travelling times 
lengthen, most people can admit to becoming impatient when 
stuck behind a truck. Working at the Port of Brisbane, we 
encounter many more heavy vehicles than the average driver. In 
fact, every weekday some 5,000 trucks enter and leave the port 
and, only slightly less on the weekend. That’s 40% of the total 
traffic on our roads.

On 20 July, staff attended a truck forum to discuss crucial truck-
safety issues. A key point raised was the need to be patient around 
trucks and to give them space. Trucks carry enormous weight, 
and require a lot of momentum room to start and stop. Here are 
some simple tips to ensure your safety around trucks: 

	 •	 �Avoid ‘filling the gap’ left by a truck. The truck has left this 
room to brake if necessary. 

	 •	 �Don’t travel too closely behind a truck. As soon as you can’t 
see their mirrors, they can’t see you. 

	 •	 �Slow down near roundabouts. The first vehicle on the 
roundabout has right of way; however, if in doubt it’s better 
to stop.

	 •	 �Use common sense. You can stop much quicker than a 
truck, so don’t risk it.  

Dunlop wearing the rubber ring down at the Visitors Centre lake.

The offending rubber ring.

Rescued at last by Hammy Forrest, Many Coenraad and Natalie Forrest.

Eventrans Australian Trucking Association’s Professional Driver of 
the Year 2007, Des Docherty, talks with Bob Hancock.




